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“ | sent her out with one of her friends, and she didn't come back. !



MAGNITUDE

e 3.8 million adults and 1 million children were
victims of forced sexual exploitation in 2016

e 99% are women and girls

e There is no official estimate of sex trafficking
victims in the U.S.

source: Global Estimates of Modern Slavery, U.N International Labour Organization



AVICTIM'S PERSPECTIVE

source: THORN Survivor Insights
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He made me feel like | was walking on clouds...
then when | started selling my body...
| felt really dirty and stuff like that, but...

n

| still felt like | loved him.



NEAGUINIINERy CROOMING

What traffickers look for: What traffickers would say:

i\[e]eleleiVAeISikNaalsRll '| UNnderstand you!"
"I'am so sick of being single." NNV lUN
"I'am so ugly.. How do | look?" EeRdallal’qVelVNe=Rel=L-[01dI{v]Ii
AAVANEESSIZCR "'l make your life better."
ESlalcENaloiag\VAUGUISRUdISlale R ||| bc your best friend.”
A \AeEI(laliselelaRRigUSillaglcRl "I'|| encourage you to take risks."

HNsaN oISl ale RUCCEICIORINC-N el “You're an adult”

"I need to get out of here." ENINeIfelicloRV eIVl

source: Social Media & Sex Trafficking Process,
study by UToledo Human Trafficking and Social Justice Institute



ONLINE GROOMING

—45%

Met their trafficker
face to face

Respondents
who entered
the life in 2015

55%
Met via text,

website, or app

The role of technology in
domestic minor sex trafficking

source: THORN Survivor Insights



A TRAFFICKER'S PROCESS

Luring & Recruiting

“looking for somebody
who's vulnerable”

~ Karly Church,
domestic sex trafficking survivor

Grooming & Gaming

“Asks you a million
guestions, makes you
feel special ”

Coercion &
Manipulation

“and then pulls it all
away... you start to feel
indebted in the
relationship”

Exploitation

“You start to do things,
he gives you all that
love and attention
back.”

Then he's going to
pull it away again....



INTERVENTIONS

Grooming & Gaming Exploitation

Luring & Recruiting Coercion & Manipulation

) o o o © °© o
“Johns” NYPD
( b Uye rS) Human Trafficking Team
“Janes”
(victims)

IElEES

NCA

National Crime Agency

CRACKDOWN LEADS TO MORE THAN 130 ARRESTS  §



OUR APPROACH

How might we make the online environment more hostile
for traffickers to recruit & groom?



THE CHALLENGE OF CYBER STINGS

“We will have [agl¥lidfellsXelliisllalMeIfOMIIEs across multiple different types of social media.

This persona, | pretend to be very into fashion. So | will share fashion stuff.

And I'll post these funny little things. So | kinda mix it up to aElEINCI I =]

| have about five different pages; this is the one I've been using the most lately.

It is a lot of workiElsle ReleRiR%WY/al=Ial Ner=1a}

IxYlaglelelg=IalRveNelelSiMuplIgle[}ON the weekend or late at nightfels

—if l only post things Monday to Friday, 8 to 5, then | start to look like a cop.”

~ Detective Christi Decouflé,
Phoenix anti-trafficking unit
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1YOJKv-0HGRVxGIOUFsh_-MUPItqNN4c-/preview

(artificial + collective) x intelligence

Generative Pre-trained Transformer 3

public social media &
cybersting chat transcripts

custom responses & content
from law enforcement

Bernoulli Naive Bayes Classifier

generate

conversational text responses

social media activity / content

trafficker red flags in received
messages and comments

linked accounts by linguistic and
temporal activity patterns
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