
From 9 August 2024 to 2 February 2025, the Tartu 
Art Museum will host the international art exhibition 
The Secrets of the Leaning Building. On the three floors
of the museum and in Holm Park, visitors will find 
playful works of art created by artists with the assis-
tance of children and families from southern Estonia. 
Thanks to them, the exhibition is a place to play, draw,
interact, touch things, lie down, paint, wander, experi-
ment and much more!

The aim of the exhibition is to bring contemporary
art closer to children and to support the development 
of social skills through art. The works on display allow 
for the development of self-expression and cooperation,
while provoking exciting encounters.
 Participating artists: Jaakko Autio (Finland), 
Simon and Tom Bloor (Great Britain), William Forsythe
(USA, Germany), Kristiina Hansen and Sigrid Viir 
(Estonia), Jarõna Ilo (Estonia), Anna-Liisa Kree (Esto-
nia), Leisure: Meredith Carruthers and Susannah 
Wesley (Canada), Lundahl & Seitl (Sweden), Johanna 
Sternfeld, Karolin Kägi and Jaan Tamkivi from the 
Vivita Creativity Accelerator for Kids and Youths, the 
Baltic Engagement Center of Information Disorders 
and the Bullying-Free School Foundation (Estonia). 
In addition, the exhibition includes works by nearly
thirty artists from the collections of the Tartu Art 
Museum and the Art Museum of Estonia, as well as a 
selection of children’s books and informational 
literature by more than 40 authors. The exhibition is 
being curated by Hanna-Liis Kont.

The Secrets of the Leaning Building is part of 
the main programme of European Capital of Culture 
Tartu 2024 and is the main event of the art education 
project Creative Connections, which combines artistic 
and social expertise to develop children’s social skills. 
The project was launched in 202 with research and 
educational activities in preparation for the exhibition. 
In the run-up to the exhibition, more than a thousand 
children took part in the activities. In addition to the 
exhibition, the project has resulted in new educational 
materials and lessons for general education schools 
and families: the LOOVHOOV outdoor learning cards 
and the museum lesson “Close-up and Closer with Art”.

Read more about the project at kunstloob.ee/en-US.

Hanna-Liis Kont (99) is a 
curator and art researcher. 
Her exhibitions and research 
projects are based on her 
desire to contribute to the social
well-being of different individu-
als and communities through
art. She often uses participa-
tory approaches in her work. 
Hanna is the curator of the 
exhibition The Secrets of the
Leaning Building and the man-
ager of the project Creative 
Connections. As part of the 
project, since 202 she and 
a working group have been 
exploring how to support 
children’s social skills through 
contemporary art, working with
grades  to 5 in general educa-
tion schools in southern Estonia
and families with children.

Authors of exhibited
contemporary art and
design:
Jaakko Autio FIFI

Simon and Tom BloorGBGB

William Forsythe US, DEUS, DE
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   Sigrid Viir EEEE
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Leisure: 
   Meredith Carruthers and   
   Susannah Wesley, Eli and 
   Paul Wesley Lanctôt, 
   Violet Carruthers Moffat CACA
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Johanna Sternfeld and 
   Karolin Kägi EEEE
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students of the partner 
   classes of Creative 
   Connections

Authors of the artworks
from the collections of the
Tartu Art Museum and Art
Museum of Estonia:
Ellinor Aiki
Arnold Alas
August Matthias Hagen
Julie Hagen-Schwarz
Hermann Hartmann
Silvia Jõgever
Albert Kesner
Julius Klever JUNJUN

Viive Kuks
Eduard Kutsar
Ilse Leetaru
Enno Lehis
Aarne Miikmaa
Konrad Mägi
Eduard Ole
Mart Pukits
Jane Remm
Enn Roos
Elsbeth Rudolff
Schimm
Georg Friedrich Schlater
Paul Sepp
Nikolai Triik
Johannes Uiga
Ungern-Sternberg
Aili Vint
Mare Vint
Heinrich Walther

Authors of exhibited books:
Frankie Allen
Felicity Brooks
Tanith Carey
Evelina Daciūtė
Hanna Davõdova
Xavier Deneux
John Dougherty
Jakob and Wilhelm Grimm
Merit Hallap

Piret Jaaks
Kristi Kangilaski
Kristiina Kass
Kadri Kiho
Ole Lund Kirkegaard
Triinu Laan
Kadri Lepp
Oskar Luts
Anete Melece
Tia Navi
Marika Padrik
Maria Parr
Margo Parts
Ketlin Priilinn
Juhani Püttsepp
Anni Raie
Piret Raud
J. K. Rowling
Angharad Rudkin
Anti Saar
Kristi Sarapuu
Kertu Sillaste
Kadri Simm
Maarja Säde
Inga Talvis
Ilmar Tomusk
Kadri Toomsalu
Leelo Tungal
Kätlin Vainola
Aidi Vallik
Heiki Vilep
Helen Voog
Carolyn Webster-Stratton
Lastekaitse Liit

EXHIBITION TEAM:

Project manager and curator:
Hanna-Liis Kont
Exhibition architect: 
Kaisa Sööt
Graphic design: 
Laura Merendi
Texts: 
Hanna-Liis Kont, Kristiina 
Treial and authors of the 
exhibited works
Exhibition guides: 
Lenna Aasamäe, Saima 
Friedenthal, Sille Kriis, 
Ajinkya Shailendra Kulkarni, 
Olivia Link, Ula Jore 
Noreikaite, Jasper Pertsev, 
Markus Raamik, Mattias 
Raamik, Maria Tamm
Guide videos:
Mellow 
(Henno Luts and Liisa Luts)
Assistant to the project
manager: 
Signe Friedenthal 
Exhibition coordinator: 
Kristlyn Liier, Rene Kriisa
Research coordinator: 
Mae Variksoo

Compilers of the cyber-
bullying prevention games: 
Inger Klesment, 
Kristiina Treial
Coordinator of the
Story Attic: 
Janne Randma
Coordinator of
Vivita exhibits: 
Kaidi Marii Kütt
Educational curators: 
Jane Meresmaa-Roos, 
Sireli Uusmaa
Educators: 
Kristel Sibul, Kadri Toomsalu,
Paola Cieno
Symposium project manager:
Marju Kask
Translation: 
Peeter Talvistu
Estonian language editing: 
Anti Saar
English language editing: 
Richard Adang
Communications: 
Katrin Lõoke, Margus Palu
Web developer: 
Anneli Kripsaar
Production team: 
Priit Aru, Siim Asmer, Tanel 
Asmer, Indrek Grigor, Siim 
Lillo, Mart Männik, Ingmar 
Roomets, Johannes Säre, 
Mihkel Säre, Villem Säre, 
Peeter Talvistu, Kristo Tamm,
Maret Tamme, Urmo Teekivi
Assistant: 
Paola Cieno
Volunteer: 
Silvia Alexandra Jauhiainen
Consultants: 
Clive Parkinson, Kristiina 
Treial, Mariliis Tähepõld

Partners:
Baltic Engagement Center of 
   Information Disorders
Bullying-Free School
   Foundation 
Estonian Children’s Literature
   Centre
Estonian Union for Child 
   Welfare
Kidsmile Podcast
O. Luts Tartu City Library
Shaté Dance School 
Sõber Raamat
Tartu 2024 Foundation 
Tartu Dance Academy
Tartu Emajõe School
The Estonian Library for 
   the Blind
University of Tartu Academic  
   Sports Club
University of Tartu Library
Vivita Creativity Accelerator  

Partner schools:
Elva Gymnasium
Kalmetu Basic School
Miina Härma Gymnasium
Otepää Gymnasium
Palupera Basic School
Põlva School
Tartu Annelinn Upper  
   Secondary School 
Tartu Herbert Masing School
Tartu Karlova School
TäheTERA – Tartu Private  
   School
Võru Kreutzwaldi School

Thanks: 
the partner schools and 
families that participated, 
Elias, Harun and Mona 
Benadbesslam, Heikko 
Ellermaa, Viktor Kiss, Paul 
Kuimet, Tarvo Metspalu, 
Marge Monko, Raul Mäsak,
Janno Nõu and Iseasi, 
Joonas Riisalu, Johannes 
Säre, Villem Säre, Hilla 
Väyrynen, Jaan August 
Viirand and Lauri Kilusk 
from the Ceramics Depart-
ment of the Estonian 
Academy of Arts, students 
who participated in the 
2023/24 exhibition project 
of the Institute of Art History
and Visual Culture of the 
Estonian Academy of Arts, 
Foxway, Piibe Tomp from
Oma King, Peaasi, the 
Estonian Police and Border
Guard Board, the Tallinn 
English College, the Tallinn
Secondary School of Science,
the Tamme stables hostess 
Sofia, Uuskasutuskeskus, 
Vineerimaailm

Funders:
a-n The Artists Information  
   Company
Conseil des arts et des 
   lettres du Québec
Cultural Endowment of 
   Estonia
Embassy of the Federal 
   Republic of Germany
Estonian Embassy in Berlin
IASPIS 
Ledshow
Ministry of Culture of Estonia
Nordic Culture Point 
Republic of Estonia Education
   and Youth Board (Harno)

The exhibition is the main event of the project Creative Connections.
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3rd FLOOR

0. Stop Bullying – make  
       messages safe!
. Digital Blunders
2. My Colourful Secret
3. Buddy Bench
4. Collide-Oscope
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2nd FLOOR

6. Spirits of the Fault Line
7. Memories of the 
    Leaning Building
8. Who Are Our Inner 
     CharactersAnimals?
9. Treasury of Views

st FLOOR

. Is there beauty 
     in the street?
2. CandyLearn
3. Wall of Wishes
4. My studio was a jumble   
    of children and rocks
5. Having Ideas by 
    Handling Materials, 
    prompts for temporary 
    sculptures
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st FLOOR
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